
Entrepreneurs are the people who combine the three kinds of resources to make the new goods and 
services, otherwise known as the boss!  These people make decisions on how to combine natural, 
human and capital resources to make goods and services.  Henry Ford and William Kellogg are 
famous Michigan entrepreneurs.  Do you know what they each made?

Earlier we learned about several companies, based in Michigan, that combine these three types of 
resources to make goods and services.  Hudsonville Ice Cream was one of those companies.  It is 
located in Ottowa County, which is near Holland, Michigan.  It was started by a group of 
entrepreneurs in 1926 and they use all three resources to make their product...

Entrepreneurs
Name and Number: ______________________

 Natural Resources
 milk, fruit and 

sugar

Capital Resources
 freezers, mixers and 

containers

 Human Resources
 scientists, farmers 
and factory workers



In the Hudsonville diagram you may have noticed that three of the natural resources used to make 
their ice cream are milk, fruit and sugar.  We all know milk comes from cows, which are found on a 
dairy farm.  We also know that fruit comes from farms and orchards, but do you know where the 
sugar comes from?  Believe it or not, a lot of the sugar comes from sugar beet farms located right 
here in Michigan.

The Michigan Sugar Company has more than 1,000 farmers that grow sugar beets on over 
160,000 acres of land.  Using the key below you can see how the corporate offices are centrally 
located in Bay City, there are piling stations spread throughout the farming areas and three of the four 
factories are located near the waters of Lake Huron and Saginaw Bay.  Here is something to think 
about though, why are there three warehouses located in Ohio if there is no farms located in that 
area?  Could it have something to do with the sugar cane refinery in Taylor?  You can access their 
web site on the web site by clicking on the “MI Sugar Company” button.



The Michigan Sugar Company employ over 700 
people year round and an additional 1,600 workers 
during the peak processing season.  These seven 
facilities generate more than one half billion dollars 
in economic activity.


