
There are over 2,000 communities in the state of Michigan and each one has its own local 
government that makes up its own local laws. Some of them are out of date or don’t make sense 
anymore.   Did you know....

Local and State Laws
Name and Number: ______________________

In Clawson, there is a law 
that makes it legal for a 
farmer to sleep with his 
pigs, cows, horses goats 
and chickens.

In Detroit, there are laws that state putt-putt 
golf courses must close by 1:00 a.m., it is 
illegal to destroy a radio, and it is illegal to let 
your pig run free unless it has a ring in its 
nose.

In Grand Haven is is illegal to throw your  
hoop skirt into any street or sidewalk and if 
you do there is a $5.00 fine for each 
offense.

In Harper Woods it is 
illegal to paint a sparrow 
and sell it as a parakeet.

In Ka lamazoo it is 
aga inst the law to 
serenade your girlfriend.

In Rochester, all bathing 
suits must be inspected 
by the head of police.

In Sault Ste. Marie it’s 
illegal to smoke while in bed.

In Wayland, anyone can keep 
their cow on Main Street at a 
cost of 3 cents per day.



Large communities, like Detroit, have different needs than small communities.  Detroit has lots of 
people, lots of cars, lots of parking lots and lots of place you can and cannot park. For all these 
reasons, Detroit has lots of parking rules and laws.  Mackinac Island has a population of 492 people 
that doesn’t allow any cars on the island at all.  This 3.8 mile island community welcomes 15,000 
tourists a day during the peak summer season.

Mackinac Island

Detroit

For each city, list any needs or issues that you think they would need laws for.  Think of safety, needs 
and rights that would need protection.

Detroit Mackinac Island



We have learned that local governments solve community problems and the Michigan state government 
solves state problems. We need local laws because our communities can be very different, but we need 
state laws because some laws need to be the same everywhere in our state.  

One of these state laws is the 
state highway speed limit.  In May 
of 2017, Governor Snyder signed 
a state law raising the speed limit 
on some freeways to 75 miles 
per hour, while other highways will 
stay at 65 m.p.h.  This map 
shows the freeways in the state 
that have these speed limits.  Use 
the space below to explain why 
you think this is a state law rather 
than a community law.


