
In the last section we learned about some important economic activities that happen in Michigan.  We 
focused on agriculture, tourism and manufacturing.  We also learned about specific goods made in 
Michigan: pickles, clothes and baby food.  Now we are going to learn about how people decide what 
business they are going to start in Michigan.  For example, why do Michigan farmers grow cherries, 
sugar beets and corn?  Why don’t we grow oranges, grapefruit or pineapples?  In addition, if we 
don’t grow oranges, grapefruit and pineapples here, how is it that we can still buy them when we go to 
the grocery store?

Specialization
Name and Number: ______________________

Remember the term scarcity?  Michigan has a scarcity of warm days in the winter months.  Oranges 
only grow where it is warm for most of the year, like in Florida!  Michigan farmers had to choose other 
kinds of fruit to grow, like apples, cherries and blueberries.  In economics, this decision is called 
specialization.  Specialization is when people or places produce certain kinds of goods and services 
instead of all the goods and services.

Agriculture Products
cherries

blueberries
apples
corn

Manufactured Products
cars

furniture

Agriculture Products
oranges

sugar cane
grapefruit

watermelon

Manufactured Products
computer & electronics

food & beverage products

Specialization
in

Michigan
and 

Florida



Let’s focus on Michigan’s specialization.  If a picture is worth a thousand words, these maps should tell 
us a lot!

Michigan’s petroleum industry is all over 
the lower peninsula, but notice the high 
concentration of oil wells across the 
northern part of the lower peninsula.

Most sugar beets are grown around 
Saginaw Bay.



Most people don’t think 
o f w i n d m i l l s a s 
“farming”, but look at 
that concentration up in 
the thumb.  Maybe sugar 
beets and wind mills get 
along great!

Michigan’s fruit belt hugs the Lake 
Michigan shoreline.  Cherries to 
the north and grapes to the south, 
the west side of the state is full of 
orchards!



This map key highlights six different 
industries and their locations 
throughout the state of Michigan.

The dark green counties 
have commercial forest 
land while the light green 
counties do not.  If you 
think about Michigan’s 
population, where do 
most people live in the 
state?



This may be the best map of all.  It shows all 83 counties and the top items produced in each county.  
Don’t look at just one county at a time.  For example, what part of the state is logging an important 
economic activity?  It’s not just in one county, but a general area based on the natural resources 
available.  Trees don’t care about lines humans have drawn on a map.


