
Humans have been drilling for oil and gas for years, but as traditional oil reserves dry up we have 
developed another way to extract gas and oil from the ground.  Fracking involves pumping water, sand 
and chemicals into the ground to fracture rock formations and release the oil and gas found there.  In 
the diagram below the traditional well on the right extracted gas from a traditional reservoir (pocket) 
while the fracking well on the left is breaking up, or fracturing, the shale and allowing the oil or gas to 
be sucked out of the ground.
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Fracking is not new.  It has been done in Michigan since 1952 and there are approximately 12,000 
wells that have been fractured.  What is new is the horizontal direction of the drilling.  By “turning 
sideways” once they are down there, one horizontal well can take the place of 10-20 traditional wells.  
This greatly reduces the “footprint” on the landscape.



So why are people against Fracking?  Because it is a new way of doing things, we are not sure of any 
negative effects that may come from it.  Does the horizontal drilling cause earth quakes?  Are there air 
quality issues with this type of drilling? Look at the diagram on the previous page.  Notice at the bottom 
of the diagram how close the fractures are to the ground water supply.  The fear is that the gas and oil 
could get into the water table and ruin the water supply.  The biggest issue could be how close the wells 
can be to residential homes.  On the web site there are two buttons that take you to stories about 
fracking in Shelby Township and how the residents were upset because the well was only 600 feet 
from their homes.

The biggest concern is the amount of water needed to complete the fracking process and if the shaft 
going down were to break, the water table could be contaminated.  Some people even claim that it has 
caused their well water to catch on fire, although this has not been proven to be a result of fracking.


